186

TREATMENT   OF   SEWAGE

could not be removed by the siphons; in which case a drain
should have been provided from the dosing tank to the ravine
to completely drain the tank in cases of emergency. Had this
been done, there would have been a saving on the cost of the
crushed stone and of the new bottom in the dosing tank, which
amounted to a great deal of money, and also a saving in labor
and materials required to overcome the effect of the leaks.
This additional floor or rock cost perhaps from $1000 to $1200
directly or indirectly, for which we get no return. In order to
stop the leaks in this hidden floor, it was necessary to make the
trough water-tight from the bottom of the dosing tank as
actually constructed to the original lower floor.
"I then drained all of the septic tanks, and had them
thoroughly washed out by the use of a fire hose, which was
kindly lent by the Post Quartermaster for the purpose. This
hose was connected to a plug 750 feet from the crematory build-
ing. As soon as the septic tanks were cleaned enough to enter,
I made a thorough inspection of all of them. The walls and
the floors were in good condition, but the forms had not been
removed from the roofs, so that the roofs could not be inspected.
The removal of these forms was made exceedingly unpleasant
by the fact that the sewage had been turned into the system
while the forms were still in place, in order that your represen-
tative might show the system to some visitors from Kansas
City. These forms ought to have been removed before any
liquid was turned into the tanks. After they were removed I
carefully inspected all of the roofs, and decided that a small
amount of repair work would be required to make them thor-
oughly safe. The principal item of this repair work was not
completed until some time later, it consisting of plastering
until it was water-tight a crevice between the roof of the tanks
and the top of the walls on the southern side of the lowermost
tank. We have experienced no difficulty with leaks from the
septic tanks, and I believe that the walls and foundations are